
Volunteer opportunity 

Teaching assistant and support to microbusinesses 

Posted on: July 29, 2012 

Posted by: Opportunity International Nicaragua : www.opportunitynicaragua.org  

Description 

Brief Background: In 2006, Opportunity International (Opportunity) a Christian, nonprofit organization, began a new 

community development project in the southern-pacific region of Nicaragua. Opportunity has developed four 

programs working with rural and urban microentrepreneurs and their families. One of the programs is a rural technical 

high school called “Emprendedora” or the Entrepreneur Technical School. The school is a unique blend of high school 

and vocational school with a focus on entrepreneurship.  The vocational foci are certificates in sustainable agriculture 

and sustainable tourism.  Opportunity sees the Entrepreneur Technical School as a way to invest in children, the 

future leaders of Nicaragua, and prepare them for success in the two most promising industries; agriculture and 

tourism. 

Entrepreneurial Technical High School: Opportunity’s vision is to operate a vocational high school that will serve 

multiple purposes. First, it will provide Christian value-focused, entrepreneurial educational opportunities to 

young people in rural communities where there is little or no access to secondary education. Secondly, the students 

also receive technical training in sustainable agriculture and tourism so that upon graduation students are 

prepared to: open their own microbusiness, go back to family farms and share best practices learned in 

school, obtain a good paying job in agriculture or tourism or go on to higher education opportunities. Lastly, 

without question, improved agricultural practices and sustainable tourism initiatives will contribute to the integral 

development of their communities as students learn to use the community’s resources more responsibly 

which will guarantee resources for future generations. 

Unique aspects of the Entrepreneur High School:  As its name implies, the school operates as a model 

enterprise itself.  The school currently operates 3 small businesses. This will grow each year until the revenue from 

the school based businesses covers 100% of the operational costs of the school.  In this way, the school-

based businesses have a dual purpose: Product sales contribute to the operational costs of the school and at the 

same time, create opportunities for students to get involved in many aspects of business, such as customer 

relations, pricing, quality control, cost control, marketing, packaging, etc. 

 



VOLUNTEER POSITION: Opportunity seeks volunteers to join the teaching team at the Entrepreneurial High School, 

"Emprendadora" in Diriomo, Nicaragua. A volunteer must be bilingual in Spanish/English to effectively work with 

Nicaraguan students, staff and teachers. The volunteer will serve as a teaching assistant for English to 7th and 8th 

grade students. In addition, depending on the abilities and interests of the volunteer, they may work with students to 

develop and tend the organic gardens of the high school, assist in developing business plans or sales strategies for 

one or more of the school-based microbusinesses, assist with art/theater class or serve as a tutor to help students 

maintain grade level.  

VOLUNTEER REQUIREMENTS: First and foremost the person must have a heart to work with the poor. Must be 

mature in his/her faith, and have a desire to improve the lives of children and their families through education, 

exchange of knowledge and skill-building. Experience teaching English as a Second Language or experience 

with education required. Knowledge/Experience of Nicaragua preferred. The school is built on creating an 

atmosphere of "learning by doing" for the students, so an interactive style of teaching and sharing knowledge is 

essential. 

How to apply 

Please send your CV and a cover letter describing your interest in a volunteer position. Please share your situation 

and availability to volunteer in Nicaragua for the school year. Please mention special skills that may pertain to 

microbusinesses, arts,gardening or other special skills/abilities you could share with the students, parents or 

teachers.  List past volunteer experience with references. If you are not available for the entire school year, please 

note the timeframe you are available to volunteer. Send to: gsheehan@opportunity.org  

Location 

Diriomo, Granada, Nicaragua 

Details 

Skills needed 

Teaching ESL, Experience with micro/small business a plus, Experience in gardening a plus….especially 

organic or sustainable gardening!  Mature in their personal faith walk, Desire to share knowledge with 

students and their families, Ability to live independently in a small village in Nicaragua.  

Extra details 

Stipend is provided for year-long volunteers with college degree and business experience. 

Housing available for year-long volunteers without college degree. Must be at least 18 years old to volunteer.  

International volunteers and native english speakers are welcome 


